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Who We Are

Natasha Phelps, J.D.
Director of ECP

Mary Williams-Stover
ECP Policy Manager



Introduction to ECP Unit3

At The Center, we work to advance health justice by:

Building community capacity,

Supporting the creation and growth of infrastructure, and

* Developing and promoting equity-centered policy. *

We believe investing in communities, providing high quality 
service, and developing genuine and trusted connections are 

key components of advancing health equity.



Introduction to ECP Unit3

* Developing and promoting equity-centered policy. *

The mission of the Equity-Centered Policies unit is to build on 
The Center’s capacity and ability to identify, develop, and 

discuss what it means to center equity in existing and new 
policy work. 
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Introduction to ECP Unit3

Office of Minority Health – “Framework to Address Health 
Disparities through Collaborative Policy Efforts” 

(Centering Policies in Equity)

W.K. Kellogg – “Building Capacity by 
Centering Policies in Equity (Through 

Storytelling)”



OMH Grant

Legal Epidemiology & Analysis

CPiE Collaborative – Community Experience



Systemic Driver of Poor Health



Systemic Driver of Poor Health



Legal Epi - Research Question

Q: What are the health impacts of the 
environmental conditions modified by 
historical [transportation policy] and 
development on [neighborhood] residents?

🡪 How did the [construction of the I-75/I-85 
Connector] impact the lives of residents in 
the [Sweet Auburn Avenue Community of 
ATL]?



Legal Epi - Hypothesis

Transportation policy decision 🡪 

Environmental changes 🡪 

Health impacts 🡪 

Health disparities



Legal Epi - Research Process

Historical/Current
• Federal transportation policy

• State transportation policy

• Local transportation policy

• State tobacco policy

• Local tobacco policy

Five Cities
• Atlanta (Sweet Auburn)

• Cleveland (Buckeye-Woodhill)

• St. Paul (Rondo)

• Oakland (West Oakland)

• Houston (Independence Heights)

Goal

Measure environmental change after the creation of highways/freeways 
through policy; identify potential equity and health outcomes

🡪 Suggests designation of “health inequity zones”



Panel Questions



Example: Sweet Auburn, ATL



The Lived Experiences
CPiE Community Collaborative

Ms. Princess Wilson

Ms. Bessie Sellaway

Mr. Devon Lee Woodson

Mr. Lee Matthews

Mr. Vincent Vandiegriff

Bishop Bobby Graham, Jr.

Fulton County Senior Services



Panel Questions



Next Steps: Dissemination

Exploring dissemination, sustainability, and evaluation.
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W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation Grant

Community Health Needs Assessment 🡪 Truth Be Told videos

Truth Be Told Training & Resources



Truth Be Told
• Community Health Needs Assessment

• Truth Be Told Videos

• 5-Part Training – Truth Be Told: Storytelling for 
Equity-Centered Policy Change
• Storytelling
• Health Equity 101
• Law & Policy 101

*Grantees receive a policy menu*
• Storytelling for Equity-Centered Policy Change
• Elevator Pitch Workshop



Panel Questions



Truth Be Told: NOLA



Panel Questions



Truth Be Told: Detroit



Panel Questions



Audience Q & A



Thank you!
nphelps@centerforblackhealth.org

mwilliamsstover@centerforblackhealth.org


